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Spectacular Sunsets, Vistas, Other Simple
Pleasures Abound in Istanbul
By Elaine Pasquini; Photos by Phil Pasquini

Watching the seemingly non-stop comings and goings of water traffic on the Bosphorus
from a waterside café is one of the most idyllic experiences in Istanbul. Tankers, ships
and passenger craft from the Mediterranean travel north through the Aegean, the Dard-
anelles and the Sea of Marmara before passing through the 18-mile strait to the Black
Sea. The shoreline on both sides of the Bosphorus, which separates Europe from Asia, is
lined with villas and magnificent old Turkish houses called yalis.

Beyond the iconic Blue Mosque, Hagia
Sophia and Grand Bazaar, Istanbul is a

tourist destination offering spectacular
sights and unusual experiences to entertain
and amaze a visitor for weeks, months or
years on end. Divided between Europe and
Asia by the Bosphorus and separated on
the European side by the Golden Horn, Is-
tanbul is a city of visual wonders whether
observed from its narrow, steep and wind-
ing cobbled streets, from the water or from
the top of the Sapphire Tower. Getting
around is easy, as the city offers a variety of
transportation options, such as buses, fer-
ries, metro, funiculars, tramways—includ-
ing the Nostalgic Tram—and the historic
Tünel. Following is a small sampling of the
many delights of this exciting and vibrant
metropolis. ❑

Jewelry made by student artists was on dis-
play this summer at Istanbul’s Design Cen-
ter, located between the Kadirga and Sul-
tanahmet districts in front of the beautiful
Sokollu Mehmet Pasha Mosque. The center
offers courses in architecture, urban plan-
ning, graphic design, fashion and jewelry de-
sign, photography, film, television and tradi-
tional Turkish visual arts. Occasional semi-
nars and workshops are open to the public.

The city is always lively, but becomes even more so around sunset. Viewed from the Galata Bridge,
the sun setting behind the newly-opened Metro Bridge is a gorgeous sight—a dramatic backdrop
to the water traffic on the Golden Horn.
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Sometimes described as the world’s greatest natural harbor, the Golden Horn,
 Istanbul’s important waterway on the European side, cuts inland at the point where
the Sea of Marmara and Bosphorus meet, dividing the new city from the old city.
Whether viewed from a ferryboat or the middle of the Galata Bridge, the panorama
of mosques rising beyond the floating fish kitchens on the shore of the Golden Horn
form a perfect picture.
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Located in the central business district of Levent, the
Sapphire Tower soars skyward 856 feet. The observa-
tion deck offers a 360-degree panoramic view of Istan-
bul, a cosmopolitan megacity of 15 million. The 54-
story skyscraper—part shopping mall and part luxury
residences—is the tallest structure in Turkey. The most
ecological building in the country, the Sapphire project
was a finalist at the Dubai Cityscape International
Real Estate Investment and Development Fair.

Reminiscent of the villages around Istanbul in the 1800s, Arnavutkôy is ar-
guably one of the most picturesque of the city’s neighborhoods located along
the Bosphorus. Facing the water with views of the Asian side of Istanbul,
these lovely wooden mansions adorn the waterside.

Istanbul’s Archeology Museum is a treasure trove of ancient regional art and ar-
tifacts, including items discovered during recent excavations to update the city’s
infrastructure. Not all of the masterpieces are located inside the three museum
structures, however. Visitors may leisurely stroll in the garden courtyard, viewing
ancient statues, or enjoy a cup of Turkish tea or coffee in the outdoor café.

Built by French engineers in 1875, Istanbul’s Tünel underground train
originally provided convenient transport for diplomats and business-
men traveling between their waterside offices in Karaköy on the
northern shore of the Golden Horn to the neighborhood of Pera, lo-
cated up a steep hill. The Tünel is the world’s second oldest subter-
ranean urban rail line. Only the 151-year-old London Underground
is older. Along with the buses, ferries, metro, funiculars and trams—

all part of the municipal transport network—the fare
for the short ride may be paid with the Istanbulkart
smartcard transit pass.
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The Nostalgic Tram is one of Istanbul’s celebrated symbols and a pop-
ular tourist attraction. Running daily along Istiklal Avenue, the main
boulevard from Taksim to Tünel, locals and tourists alike enjoy the 1.16-
mile 15-minute journey in the 100-year-old vehicles. Using electricity
from aerial wires and operating on a single track, the trams begin their
journey at the same time from the Taksim and Tünel terminals and meet
and pass each other on a double track at the midway point.
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